
Dear Friends, 
  It seems as though we just got used to writing “2019” 
as the date, so it’s hard to believe that we are in the 
second month of 2020 and that Astrid is already three 
months old! Tobias’ parents came for two weeks over 
New Years, so she has already met all four of her 
grandparents, in spite of none of them living closer 
than a few hours flight away. During their visit we had 
Astrid’s baby dedication in our church - may God 
continue giving us wisdom and filling us with love for 
her as she grows. 
  Our annual January NIKO retreat was the 
coldest in years, as we enjoyed a weekend up in the 
foggy mountains together with 23 young people who 
have gone through the NIKO camp. It was encouraging 
to hear them share from their hearts about the joys 
and the challenges they face in their daily lives, and to 
see them step in to encourage one another in their 
walk with God. The great majority of these are planning 
on staffing the camp this year in Easter week, together 
with a number of others who were unable to make it 
to the retreat. We see a new generation of staff being 
raised up, as many of them will be serving with us for 
the first time.
  Last week we were in YWAM San Pedro (on the 
south coast of the DR) debriefing their 
Discipleship Training School that had just gotten 
back from outreach in Turkey. This was the same DTS 
that was with us the week that Astrid was born, so we 
enjoyed catching up with the five students and two 

staff, hearing how God worked through them and what 
they have learned. We also spent time teaching about 
re-entry and giving them the opportunity to process 
what they will be facing as they go home. It is often 
very challenging for missionaries (short-term and long-
term) to adjust back to life after their experience, and 
our prayer is that they are equipped to love well and 
reach out where they go to next, even as they walk 
through the loss of the season that they have 
completed.
  At the moment we are preparing to receive a 
Discipleship Training School outreach team from 
YWAM St. Croix (the U.S. Virgin Islands), who will be 
with us for two weeks. We will spend a few days up in 
the mountains, doing practical work on NIKOland as 
well as serving and praying for people in need in the 
community. We will also be partnering together with 
friends of ours who work with community 
development in a primarily Haitian neighborhood 
nearby, working together with a local Haitian school.
  Weekends in February are a bit crazy as there are 
patriotic celebrations (Independence Day is February 
27th) as well as carnival. This year there are also 
municipal elections this month, and the political parties 
are making their presence known on the streets. Please 
be praying for men and women of God to rise up and 
lead, and that the Dominican gift of celebration would 
be filled with life. 
  Thank you very much to all of you who support us 
and pray for us! May God richly bless you. 
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Tobias’ parents. The NIKO January retreat.Astrid’s baby dedication.


