
March 8, 2017

Dear Friends,  

Greetings from Santiago, Dom. Rep.

WEDDINGS and WEDDINGS and more 
WEDDINGS: (photo above) These three 
girls have each spent a few years serving with 
us at YWAM Santiago in a discipling 
community. We are grateful  for their lives and 
friendships. They have each made our lives 
richer.  We were honored last month to 
participate in Robert and Rosa's wedding.  
Rosa's life is a testimony of how God gives 
beauty for ashes.  It was a joy to see these 
two young adults (Robert is our pastor's son), 
both with a call to use music as a tool for discipleship, join their lives together. 
      Yannely (far left) is another of our Dominican daughters who has served as our nurse in NIKO camps for the 
past number of years, and who lived with us (attending the DTS) for a few years. Last year she graduated as a 
doctor, from medical school  and a few months later married a Christian guy from her same town who is also a 
doctor. Together they are serving the poor and needy of their community through medicine. Yannely is also a 
testimony to the wonderful way that God uses Compassion International  to reach out to kids in poor barrios in this 
country.  
       Issa (second from left) grew up in the SUYO ministry, and lived with us for the past 4 yrs. She was part of our 
leadership team and gave leadership to many things. She gets married next month to a wonderful  Christian 
computer programmer in our city. Together they want to make their lives count. 
      This Monday we go to a nearby town to celebrate the wedding of another of the NIKO staff.  Gerardo has 
served faithfully with us here and we celebrate another Christian wedding in his family lineage!
      Sometimes God lets us see fruit and other times not. You have probably experienced the same. These 4 
young married/soon to be married, are some of the fruit that bring us much joy. They are hope for this nation.  
They have captured God's heart: blessed to be a blessing.  We celebrate God's faithfulness in the many years of 
the discipleship process of life.  May we ever continue to keep growing.

NIKO STAFF TRAINING: This 
past weekend we as NIKO staff 
spent the weekend together.  We 
are grateful  for the 20 youth/young 
adults who are giving up their 
Easter week holiday, to come and 
help us lead the camp, so that 
others can experience what God 
does in NIKO.  We continue to 
listen to stories of how God 
changed their lives and how they 
have been walking in greater 
freedom.  Most of our other NIKO 
staff are at different stages in life 
and are unable to staff this year, 
so we are starting with basically a 
new group of staff; another wave 
o f l e a d e r s i n l e a d e r s h i p 
development. Pray for us as we 
prepare to host the NIKO camp 
April  10-14.  Most of our camper slots are filled up.  This year Glenn and I are taking on mentor roles to even a 
greater extent than before, as our son-in-law, Tobias, and daughter, Kayla, carry larger roles together with an 
emerging team of Dominican youth. Tobias and Kayla bring a wealth of NIKO experience from Europe and we 
look forward to what God will do under their direction. Pray for the new NIKO leaders and their development. 



MANGO TREE: Our neighbor's mango tree is in full  bloom. That's good news.  As 
I look at the tree I see hope for nice juicy mangos in August.  The new growth 
is outstanding with it's new bright green leaves and thousands of blooms. It's an 
incredible sign of hope.  The fruit is coming!  But there's a process: time.  The new 
growth is not symmetrical, nor does it blend in nicely with the darker leaves, which 
are hidden beneath the new growth.  The trunk is hardly visible as the new growth 
and flower blossoms take center stage.  However, the reality is that most of these 
blooms will  not produce mangos. Even today the wind and rain took off most of the 
flowers and thankfully a few had formed into little nubs (the beginning of a mango) 
and withstood the elements. I'm reminded as I look at the tree that we are made to 
bear fruit, but that we must not be too impressed with the blossoms.  There's a 
process. The life, of all that is new and fresh, comes via the trunk and roots. 

CANADA: As we continue to prepare to be redeployed to the new land that the 
Lord is showing us (Eastern Canada), we have many things that we are trusting 
the Lord to bring clarity to, even as we have many things on our plates here.  
         We know that we are being redeployed  and are not going into retirement.  
We know it's a long drive from where we grew up in Ontario.  We know that we will 
arrive in New Brunswick in the wee hours of June 10th (19 years ago on this same date we packed up our 
children and some of our belongings and left for the Dom. Rep.). We started here with an empty house and a few 
belongings and expect to start the same way again in Canada.  
         As with any redeployment, there's needed time for culture acquisition, language (32% of the population of 
New Brunswick speak French) and adaptation.  We expect to take the few first months of our time there to adapt 
and build relationships, as well as visit family in Ontario.  We know we are pioneers.  We know that we are to 
continue to mentor and equip national leaders from around the world, as well  as local  where we live.  We know we 
love to empower people, and we know that we want to slow down and allow for more reflection and writing.  We 
desire to follow the Lord as He leads in finding a place for us and others to "learn/live the unforced rhythms of grace." 
        We have been advised that it is wise to have a personal debriefing/re-entry time set aside, after we are 
settled, so we are looking into a few options, though all options look rather expensive.  We realize that we are in a 
season of transition for redeployment.  This quote sums up well  what transition and debriefing are about:  "the 
transit stage lasts until you unpack your mind. Unpacking your mind involves considering the 
good and difficult things that happened during your time in the other culture, and then fitting 
these experiences into your life story." 

Thank you for praying for us.  Please feel free to share with us anything that God puts on your hearts.  

Blessings,

Glenn and Rhoda

Upcoming Dates:
Tomorrow: March 9th YWAM Dom. Rep. Directors meetings in the south west of the country. Safety in travel; 
fellowship with others.
March 1- April (8 weeks - each Wednesday night) Glenn is teaching a Missiology course for Masters program 
here in Santiago 
April - NIKO camp (staff training)
May 8-12 YWAM Caribbean Leaders meetings in Orlando, FL
June 9  leave for Canada
June-Sept - rest/adaptation/learning stage as well as visiting family and friends in Ontario.

Prayer Points:
Monday: Marriage and family relationships, connection with the generations - grandparenting.  
Tuesday: Personal finances ($100 more per month), health, and safety. Provision for debriefing of our years here.



Wednesday:  Dominican missionaries serving abroad in the middle east.
Thursday: YWAM Santiago - grace for transition of leadership and mentoring in many areas
Friday: Wisdom, discernment and insights in our many different roles both locally and internationally. Provision 
(house, car, household items) and clarity on relocation to Canada.
Saturday:  Glocal Conversations, Missiology course, NIKOLAND events, Adventure Education,  
Sunday: Rest and refreshment

-- 
Weekly Courier Address (into Santiago, DR)
Glenn & Rhoda Martin 
Agape Flights SGO 12342, 100 Airport Ave
Venice, FL  34285
Telephone: 809-734-0225
Glenn Cell Phone 809-307-5919
Email: glennrhodamartin@gmail.com

www.ywamsantiagodr.org

Financial support:
NEW CANADIAN ONLINE GIVING (tax-deductible) -  Canadian Online Giving Link. This is our account.  You can set up 
one time or repeated donations. or donate through a preauthorized pmt with YWAM,BC, you can find the form here:  
Canadian Link for preauthorized giving form.
NEW USA ONLINE GIVING (tax-deductible) - USA Online Giving link . Select GIVE. Then select MISSIONS, and 
designate to Glenn and Rhoda Martin.  OR Donate online at YWAM Santiago:  https://transaxt.com/Donate/J3WDP3/
YouthWithAMissionSantiago/
OR DONATE THROUGH SNAIL MAIL:
Make cheque/check out to YWAM - attach a separate designation note: YWAM, Santiago-Dominican Republic  Glenn & Rhoda Martin
Mail to: 
CANADA: YWAM Project Funding Office, PO Box 57100 RPO East Hastings, Vancouver, BC  V5K 5G6
USA:  YWAM, PO Box 3000, Garden Valley, TX 7577-3000
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